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Many thoughts crossed my mind as I too watched. There were long shots panning the entire sea face and 

the Gateway of India, with the easily identifiable landmark buildings of the Air India and the great hotels 

of the Nariman coast. How many days have I wandered along the very same roads—much has changed no 

doubt, but on the whole a large percentage of recognizable images still linger. The young girl who was 

hosting the sensational scoop kept on insisting that these images were coming to us courtesy their TV 

channel as if they had exclusive rights to project what was happening solely! All the while the entire place 

was teeming with camera crew and reporters of every kind and language. But the excitement of the young 

girl who had sat on an all-night vigil was not indiscernible. She kept on harping on the iconic status of the 

Hotel Taj and about how anyone who comes to Bombay would cherish the dream and secret desire to stay 

within the luxurious confines of the hotel once they set their eyes on this remarkable heritage sight. In the 

early hours of the morning when the windows were ravaged by fire she insisted her camera man to zoom 

in on the wondrous monument that was being consumed by flames. Of course there were close-up shots of 

Ratan Tata and his senior colleagues and partners standing a safe distance away and watching with 

evident nonchalance on their faces. They were no doubt calculating the amount of damage and the 

percentage of compensation their Insurance would clear etc. Further the television commentators kept on 

remarking that this was India’s 9/11. Barring the vague similarity of the scale of the attack and the even 

vaguer connection with Islamic militancy, I failed to see how this could be connected to the happening in 

the USA. The significance of the twin tower to the financial sector or the American stock market had in 

fact nothing to do with the significance that this building had in Indian life.  (Contd…) 
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The popular television media thrives on sensationalism and happenings. A 

couple of days ago for more than forty eight hours the most popular 

television channels in India were focused on what they constantly referred 

to as the Indian icon—the Hotel Taj on the Bombay sea coast. Some so-

called terrorists were for some time shooting at foreigners and later holding 

some top-level guests at the hotel as hostages until the final shoot out with 

the black cat commandoes, when one by one the terrorists were peppered 

with AK 47 volleys. Almost all of India was watching the hot news live 

from night through dawn. The terrorists were twenty-plus young fellows 

armed to the teeth with the latest killing stuff and having earlier 

strategically (apparently) internalized the entire structure of the Taj (but the 

Commando spokesperson just before operation announced that they didn’t 

have much time to study the blue print of the building’s structure) walked 

in boldly into the restaurant and started shooting at the guests in the hotel. 

It seems they asked for each person’s passport and shot only the American 

and British passport holders! Everything appeared berserk and bizarre, and 

the TV crew made a live drama out of it all, while all India watched spell-

bound.   
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Now, whose icon is the Bombay Taj? The multi-crores of the common Indian people 
who do not even have access to the basic human needs of food shelter and clothing 
despite India being boasted of as a super power in the developing world? Or is it the 
iconic image for those few Indians who have been lucky enough to be born rich and 
grow up on the right side of the Indian economy? The powerful Mughal potentate, 
Shah Jahan, might have been credited with the building of the great Indian Taj Mahal 
of Delhi, but the fate of the million slaves who labored days and nights to bring it into 
reality remains unwritten in the annals of Indian history. The hotel of the same name 
in Bombay is now the inheritance and heritage of a handful of Indian entrepreneurs, 
and they themselves are iconic in the developing economic history of India. When 
Krishna in the Bhagavad Gita tells Arjuna during the battle of Kurukshetra that nothing 
is created and nothing is destroyed, because everything takes place in the grand 
arena of the Immanent One, a different perception of the Indian psyche of the real 
and the unreal emerges. Poverty and abject suffering, unlimited richness and 
exorbitant exuberance are all woven into Indian history.  
In the late seventies and early eighties when I had occasion to wander about Bombay, 
many a day I have lazed about the rich sea-face idly observing the plethora of rich life 
thereabouts. The thought that I would one day check into any of those luxury hotels 
or enjoy the spoils of a rich man’s life never once occurred to me—never did I once 
relish such a thought ( I was then just in and out of college in those days)! There was 
such segregation between the rich and the poor and perhaps even now this is 
palpably evident. While watching the Bombay Taj incident on television I was not 
moved by not being able to enjoy the luxurious inner ambience of the great Indian 
icon. There was much debate in the Indian intellectual circles of the responsibility of 
the media consequent to this forty hour live-shows of attack and counter attack: why 
did they give exclusive coverage to this one incident solely, while the blasts and 
horrors at the Chhatrapati Sivaji Terminal railway station remained uncovered? 
Neither were the traumatic issues in the various hospitals given any mention even in 
the popular channels. But what pained me most among the many other issues was 
the fact that the terrorists who swarmed into the Taj Hotel were all a little above their 
teens! A lesser known Islamic terrorist organization had taken on the onus of the 
terrorist attack. All they yearned for obviously was some attention, and what better 
way than to recourse to the nerve centre of the Indian economic capital? By blasting 
away at a handful of insignificant common people who barely could have eked out 
their life even otherwise, they were never going to achieve this limelight. So after all, 
it is attention that matters—the existential crisis, the metaphysical will to be 
recognized, heard, seen, and felt!  Whatever the ideology behind terrorism it is 
evident to any thinking individual that terrorism these days is very much part of the 

political. The appeal to religion and ideology is but a thin veil draped over the effigy 
of clever global political manipulation.             
Some weeks ago the media were vibrant with the financial crisis that had hit the USA 
and hot debates were on as to how the economic meltdown would affect the Indian 
market, the IT industry, the banking and agricultural sector and of course the 
ubiquitous stock market. There were debates about how even the prices of art 
products were affected. Being an Indian in mind and thought I could never get a clear 
idea of how these were the burning issues that decide the present and future of the 
Indian creative psyche! The nuances of a culture and civilization were always decided 
by the great upsurges in the inner history of a people and never by the waves of the 
marauding of kings and armies, of Dollars and Euros, of bulls and bears-- they would 
but scratch the surface of a people’s history, chronicled no doubt into their recorded 
history, but of little consequence in the dimensions of the larger picture. A large 
percentage of India’s graduate students do study with the prime aim of getting 
placed in the US as software engineers—a most lucrative profession in the present. 
And of course quite a lot of them get placed in the US and end up holding aloft their 
green cards only to return to India seeking a fair bride.  A great percentage of 
disillusionment among the educated youth also can also be traced to an inability to 
clear this hurdle of an overseas employment. Working in Indian conditions do not 
interest them obviously and there is not much to lure them back except perhaps 
nostalgia and homesickness—this they tide over by bringing their parents overseas 
as home makers. Now, this big meltdown has affected them quite deeply. There is a 
shortage of employment all of a sudden and the Indian IT industry also has faced this 
sudden slump—there are many young computer software engineers now forced to 
sit on the bench awaiting recruitments. But then the educated unemployed youth 
feel easily frustrated and are flustered. There is more tension in the air. But this is only 
a temporary phenomenon, the market will pick quite soon because it is in the nature 
of such things to have ebbs and tides.     
Of course the world as we had known it would have changed much, and the ravages 
of a marauding army—be it composed of fire and steel, wheel and power, stock and 
share—might manage to leave its mark, but the grand design of time erases its 
fissures and reclaims the abiding spirit. After all it is time that moves us all. 
Mahmud of Ghazni in the early seventh century during many of his repeated raids, 
razed whole towns and people to the ground, devastated the land and sowed fear 
and terror in the mind of the people of the Indo-Gangetic plains. These were not the 
only external forces, but the Khyber and Karakoram had witnessed many an army of 
marauders and invaders, as much like the Arabian Sea on the west of peninsular India. 
Alexander and Genghis Khan, the Dutch, the French, and the British, all did attempt 
likewise, in different ways and means.  

In the Bhagavad Gita Krishna advices Arjuna—the abiding truth of life is the divine that 
is at once immanent and transcendent. Action that but ruffles the surface cannot 
affect the inner being.  Even karma can decide and manipulate only the deham or the 
body, while the dehi or the inner spiritual being, remains forever unchallenged. This 
is not a mere deterministic view or fatalism—but at a profounder level this could lead 
us toward an understanding of the resilience at the heart of the Indian mind.      
Culture and civilization are ingrained deep within the consciousness of a people. The 
people who lived on the banks of the Indus River and who were known to the 
Persians as the Hindus had a checkered history—they were not without contact with 
the outside world, and both steel and pen had shaped their collective memory. 
However, there is something that is of great resilience in the Indian mind-- that 
something aids in its continued cherishing of certain values and ideals of collective 
living, founded on truth, peace, goodwill, and understanding.  This is not to deny the 
truth and significance of history and action in the world, neither is it to decry the 
factuality of human existence! 
Life has to go on, and it does with the will and determination of a God within, not 
denying, not devaluing, but internalizing all and everything.  This is inclusive action, 
holistic being, the recognition of the essential ananda or Divine Bliss at the heart of it 
all. Call it Krishna’s smile or the dance of Siva—but this is the fact of it all.  This is a 
common factor for those Hindus and Moslems, Buddhists and Christians who live in 
this great land. Religious divisions are mere diversions, religious persecution and 
sectarian thinking, mere skirmishes, and ripples on the great wave of time. The deep 
tempo of life was one of unity in diversity. This is not a mere commonplace dictum in 
the Indian context. Multicultural experience and the plurality of life is a lived 
experience for the Indian.  
The grand question of to be or not to be whether to do or die reigns supreme at the 
centre of all human thinking when faced with crisis. Even the terrorist is no doubt 
spurred on by these issues—to die for a cause that he or she firmly believes is right—
and belief decides life and death. The grand political design, the globalizing political 
will, which charts out their destiny, is apparently unknown to them. This is the great 
Karma of collective evil in the Kali Yuga that is the present. They attacked what they 
held as the Indian icon, in their fervor conceived in ignorance and helplessness. The 
popular television channels equally ignorant of their role and responsibilities gave 
mass coverage and sanctioned their action as of great consequence. It is either the 
hotel Taj or the Twin Tower in the US. It is as always the terrorist who represents the 
minority who appears as the villain of the piece killed by the just sword of the Right 
powers that be. The poor Indians watched bewildered and squabbled over the rich 
spoils of another great war. Where is the mystery in all these?   smurals@gmail.com
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Welcome aboard! 

ASLE India welcomes enterprising volunteers 

to create and maintain our Biannual Newsletter 

Email: smurali1234@yahoo.com 
 

 

Our new members 
1. Dr. S. Sujaritha 

                                Assistant Professor 

                               Perunthalaivar Kamarajar Institute of Engineering and 

Technology 

                               Nedungodu 

                               Karaikal. 

                 Email:     sujisharan121@gmail.com 

 

2. Jubimol K.G. 

                               Research Scholar 

                               Department of English 

                               SSUS 

                               Kalady. 

                 Email:     jubigirijan@gmail.com 

 

3. Lekshmi. S 

                               Research Scholar 

                               Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit 

                               Kalady 

                  Email:    lekshmikrishnakala@gmail.com 

 

4. Anu T. Asokan 

                               Research Scholar 

                               Department of Humanities and Social Sciences 

                               IIT, Madras - 600036. 

                  Email:    Nil 

 

5. Mark A. Shryock 

                                4907 East 20th Toplin MO, 

                                64801. 

                  Email:     markshryock@yahoo.com 

 

6. Sarannya V. Pillai 

                                Research Scholar 

                                The EFL-U Campus 

                                Tarnaka 

                                Hyderabad - 500605. 

                  Email:     taara-1987@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 

 

 

7. Indrajee de Zoysa 

                                Lecturer in English 

                                E.L.T.U. 

                                University of Ruhuna 

                                Matara 

                                Sri Lanka 

            

                  Email:      indrajeedez@yahoo.com 

 

8. S. Devika 

                                Associate Professor 

                                Department of English 

                                HHMSPBNSS College for Women 

                                Neeramankara 

                                Trivandrum.    

                      

                  Email:     devikanairs@yahoo.com 

 

9. P. Madhumathi 

                                Research Associate 

                                School of Social Sciences and Language 

                                VIT University, Vellore- 632014 

                                 Tamil Nadu. 

                  Email:     madhuhoney87@gmail.com 

 

10. N. Arularasi 

                                Assistant Professor of English 

                                Dr. Paul’s Engineering College. 

                  Email:     arularasipriya@gmail.com 

 

11. Dr. N.P. Hariharan, G. Rajarajeswari 

                                Assistant Professors 

                                Department of Economics 

                                VIT University 

                                Vellore. 

                  Email:     rajarajeswari.g@vit.ac.in 

 

12. S. Sivakumar and Dr. N.P. Hariharan 

                                Assistant Professors 

                                Department of Economics 

                                VIT University 

                                Vellore. 

                  Email:     siva.kumars@vit.ac.in 

 

13. Jouhar. K 

                                Part-time Research Scholar 

                                Department of English 

                                Pondicherry Central University. 

                  Email:     jouharcalicut@gmail.com 

 

14. Dr. Kumaran 

                                Assistant Professor of English 

                                University College of Engineering 

                                Tindivanam. 

                  Email:     kumaran_johnson2000@yahoo.co.in      

 

15. Enoch. R 

                                Research Scholar 

                                Department of English 

                                Pondicherry University. 

                  Email:     drenoch@gmail.com 

 

16. Arularasi. P 

                                Assistant Professor 

                                Perunthalaivar Kamarajar Arts College 

                                Madagadipet 

                                Puducherry. 

                  Email:     arul-arul2005@yahoo.co.in 

 

17. Tanveer Hasan A.K. 

                                Research Scholar 

                                Department of English 

                                University of Mysore, Mysore. 

                  Email:     hasanremembers@gmail.com 

 

18. Rishikesh Kumar Singh 

                                Research Scholar 

                                Central University of Haryana. 

                  Email:     rishisengar2004@rediffmail.com 

 

19. Poonam Dwivedi 

                                Lecturer in English 

                                Dau Dayal Mahila (P.G) College 

                                Firozabad- 233203        

                                U.P. 

                  Email:     poosengar2004@rediffmail.com 
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Night 

Scary yet beautiful to behold, 

Brightly lit with different shades, 

Bringing relief with cool breeze, 

Yet again comes the soothing night. 

 

Earth meditates in this quietude, 

Amidst the music of chirping crickets, 

Her body adorned with silver beams, 

Showered by moon shining above. 

--Deepthi 

 

Tree 

 

Tree is not what you have in mind – 

the usual stuff 

trunk bark roots leaves fruits boughs. 

It is not mental stuff 

to take at times of laziness 

tie a swing on and pendulate 

from mind-earth to mind-sky 

in the courtyard of childhood. 

 

Tree is a slogan that stood on the railway to 

be 

a question with upright spine on the highway 

to be 

a scuba diver with a timebomb on dams to be 

a burning torch on industrial estates to be 

a thorn in the soul of woodcutters for timber 

to be. 

 

Tree is a was that has left its abode in the 

mind 

and is buried in forms exorcised from desire 

for more. 
 

-- Prathap Kamath 
 

Turning Point           (Short Fiction) 

Do you believe in crystal balls and seers? I didn’t till I experienced this. I was just 

walking around in my grandfather’s house when I saw a small bowl filled with some 

kind of purple colored goop. The attractive color of the liquid immediately drew my 

attention to it. I looked into it and didn’t see a reflection. As daredevil me always did, 

I put my finger into it quietly.  

The disturbed liquid overreacted. It changed. I was startled by this reaction. I 

removed my hand but in that split second I saw words forming on the surface. “CH3- 

CH2…” Chemical formulae? Me, being a chemistry student, was immediately 

interested in knowing what it was. I put in my finger again and I saw some more 

reactions. Hey, that looks like a question paper for an organic chemistry test. 

Funny… I was going to have an organic chemistry test the next day. As I told you, I 

never believed in crystal balls. I just went through the questions in the bowl and went 

back to my house to study. 

The next day, in the exam hall, I almost had a heart attack when I saw the question 

paper. It was the exact same one that I had seen in the bowl. Wow, crazy. But, I 

remind you again, I was skeptical about it so I went again to my grandfather’s house 

and put my finger into the bowl. Another set of chemistry questions popped up in the 

bowl’s purple liquid. This time I wrote down the questions. 

The next chemistry exam, the very same questions did come. That was really great… I 

really had found a way to top my chemistry class. The previous day of every 

chemistry test I would go to my little purple discovery and collect the questions for 

the exam. No surprise… I topped the class. Test after test I was flawless. My parents 

were happy, teachers were proud, fellow students were jealous of me. But I just didn’t 

care. 

Soon, my parents started to figure out that I visited my grandparents too frequently 

and unusually before every test. Clever me, I picked up their wave length. I managed 

to sneak that purple potion into my own room. And as I was sitting and writing the 

next day’s question paper, a noisy little bird managed to fly into the room through the 

open window. I quickly showed it the way out and shut the window behind it, irritated 

by the disturbance I sat down and continued with my question paper.  

The next day I walked into the exam hall extremely confident. I knew as usual I would 

score a perfect 100 again. I got a shock when the question paper landed in my hand. 

Yes, the questions were not the same that I had seen in the purple goop. I didn’t know 

what to do. As I sat on the chair with my storm blown expression, the chemistry 

teacher walked towards me. I looked up at her. She stooped down to my ear and said, 

“Now have you realized that you can never see things before they happen? There is 

no such thing as alchemy, understand?” I was shocked at this response. “How did 

you know?” I questioned her. She smiled a Cheshire cat smile and said,                    

“A little birdie told me!” 

  

--Tejaswi. M   xcloud9@gmail.com 
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ASLE India is proud to be associated with the new Series on Ecocriticism 

 

Ecocritical Theory and Practice Book Series 

From Lexington Books, Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group  

Ecocritical Theory and Practice highlights innovative scholarship at the interface of literary/cultural studies and the environment, seeking to foster an 

ongoing dialogue between academics and environmental activists. Works that explore environmental issues through literatures, oral traditions, and 

cultural/media practices around the world are welcome. The series features books by established ecocritics that examine the intersection of theory and 

practice, including both monographs and edited volumes. Proposals are invited in the range of topics covered by ecocriticism, including but not limited to 

works informed by cross-cultural and transnational approaches; postcolonial studies; ecofeminism; ecospirituality, ecotheology, and religious studies; 

film/media and visual cultural studies; environmental aesthetics and arts; ecopoetics; and animal studies. Please send proposals to the series editor, Douglas 

Vakoch, at <dvakoch@ciis.edu>. 

Series Editor  

Douglas Vakoch, California Institute of Integral Studies, USA 

 

Advisory Board 

Joni Adamson, Arizona State University, USA; Mageb Al-adwani, King Saud University, Saudi Arabia; Hannes Bergthaller, National Chung-Hsing 

University, Taiwan; Zélia Bora, Federal University of Paraíba, Brazil; Izabel Brandão, Federal University of Alagoas, Brazil; Jeffrey J. Cohen, George 

Washington University, USA; Simão Farias Almeida, Federal University of Roraima, Brazil; Julia Fiedorczuk, University of Warsaw, Poland; Camilo 

Gomides, University of Puerto Rico—Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico; Yves-Charles Grandjeat, Michel de Montaigne-Bordeaux 3 University, France; George 

Handley, Brigham Young University, USA; Isabel Hoving, Leiden University, The Netherlands; Idom Thomas Inyabri, University of Calabar, Nigeria; 

Serenella Iovino, University of Turin, Italy; Adrian Ivakhiv, University of Vermont, USA; Daniela Kato, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, China; 

Petr Kopecký, University of Ostrava, Czech Republic; Yuki Masami, Kanazawa University, Japan; Mohammad Nasser Modoodi, Payame Noor University, 

Iran; Patrick Murphy, University of Central Florida, USA; Serpil Oppermann, Hacettepe University, Turkey; Rebecca Raglon, University of British Columbia, 

Canada; Anuradha Ramanujan, National University of Singapore, Singapore; Christian Schmitt-Kilb, University of Rostock, Germany; Marian Scholtmeijer, 

University of Northern British Columbia, Canada; Murali Sivaramakrishnan, Pondicherry University, India; Scott Slovic, University of Idaho, USA; J. 

Etienne Terblanche, North-West University, South Africa; Julia Tofantšuk, Tallinn University, Estonia; Jennifer Wawrzinek, Free University of Berlin, 

Germany; Cheng Xiangzhan, Shandong University, China; Hubert Zapf, University of Augsburg, Germany  

 

Recent Titles 

Patrick D. Murphy Transversal Ecocritical Praxis: Theoretical Arguments, Literary Analysis, and Cultural Critique 

 

We look forward to new proposals from scholars and academics as well as activists. ASLE India members are particularly welcome. 


