
  

                                                                                                                                                        
 

                                                                                                                                                        

                                                             

The Tiger seems to have lost its supremacy in India for a time after 

about 1500 BCE. The lion takes over and is mentioned over and 

over again in such religious works as the Rig Veda and in Sanskrit 

literature in general. Lions guard the gates of all temples of the early 

medieval period. After independence the lion capital of the Ashoka 

pillar of Patna (300 BCE) was adopted as the emblem of India and 

later as its national animal. Only in 1972 was the tiger declared 

India’s national animal, at last replacing the lion that had ruled so 

meaninglessly for more than 2000 years. 

 

Kailash Sankhala.Tiger! The Story of the Indian Tiger. (1977) 
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There have been recent newspaper reports of some people coming across a 

couple of human beings living in a state of wilderness deep in the forests of the 

Western Ghats. Travelers straying off into the jungle en route from Sabarimala, 

in the state of Kerala, it is said sighted a pair of humans-- a man and a woman-- 

completely nude, who hid from them and later slowly withdrew into the dense 

trees. Perhaps they are the real followers of Rousseau—withdrawing into the 

wilderness and seclusion of the forests away from civilization and cities. Or they 

could be spiritual seekers, or what not!  

There have always been little known tribal people living in the Andamans who 

do not wear any accoutrements of our cultural type and who never had anything 

to do with our airplanes or trains or busses or cities. Perhaps it is better that we 

leave them to follow their lives in peace and good will. Why should we minister 

to them about our concerns? Let us not interfere with their simple lives. We 

have brought ourselves this far through our cultural trails. Why not simply let 

some of them at least live in complete harmony with nature?     

 

 

 

The rapid thinning of Greenland's glaciers is troubling evidence of global climate change  

 

Melbourne: Earth has been building up temperatures at a rate equal to heat 

generated by four Hiroshima nuclear bombs every second, a climate 

scientist has warned. According to John Cook, Climate Communication 

Fellow from the Global Change Institute at the University of 

Queensland, humans are emitting more carbon dioxide into the 

atmosphere than any other time in history of humankind."All these 

heat-trapping greenhouse gases in our atmosphere mean our planet 

has been building up heat at the rate of about four Hiroshima bombs 

every second - consider that going continuously for several decades," 

said Cook.Cook said about 90 per cent of global warming was going 

into the oceans, which act like a natural thermometer along with 

changes in land, ice, and animal species, AAP reported. He warned 

that distributions of trees are shifting towards cooler areas of Earth 

such as the poles or mountains, and animal species are responding to 

global warming by mating earlier in the year. "This is not because 

animals are getting rangier, it is because the seasons themselves are 

shifting," Cook said. 

Cook said studies have tried to put a number on how much of global warming is 

caused by humans, 'and the rough answer is, all of it'. He said for last 

20 years, 97 per cent of scientists have been in agreement that human 

activity is behind warmer temperatures. 
 

Source: PTI | 23rd Jun 2013 
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ASLE India invites short articles, brief write-up about issues on nature and natural history activities, 

notes, highlight on debates and discussions in about ecology, environment, and such similar topics—

short fiction and poetry are also equally welcome. It is not mandatory that one be a member to submit 

work for the newsletter—nevertheless being a member of ASLE India and involving oneself in our 

group work—academic and otherwise—could bring a sense of solidarity to this forum. --Editor 
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On Location! 

 Ecocritical Theory and Practice highlights 

innovative scholarship at the interface of 

literary/cultural studies and the environment, 

seeking to foster an ongoing dialogue between 

academics and environmental activists. Works 

that explore environmental issues through 

literatures, oral traditions, and cultural/media 

practices around the world are welcome. The 

series features books by established ecocritics 

that examine the intersection of theory and 

practice, including both monographs and 

edited volumes. Proposals are invited in the 

range of topics covered by ecocriticism, 

including but not limited to works informed by 

cross-cultural and transnational approaches; 

postcolonial studies; ecofeminism; 

ecospirituality, ecotheology, and religious 

studies; film/media and visual cultural studies; 

environmental aesthetics and arts; ecopoetics; 

and animal studies. Please send proposals to 

the series editor, Douglas Vakoch, at 

<dvakoch@ciis.edu>.  

Series Editor  

Douglas Vakoch, California Institute of 

Integral Studies, USA 

  

 

Recent Title:Patrick D. Murphy Transversal Ecocritical Praxis: Theoretical Arguments, Literary Analysis, and 

Cultural Critique  
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GREEN BURIAL                                                                               SHORT FICTION 

We gathered under the welcoming shade of Grandpa’s strapping tamarind tree with our 

poles and nutting hooks. We were done in half an hour, and our bags overflowed with bulging 

sweet-sour pods.  As I bit into the delicious pulp and carefully put away the glossy black seeds for 

my kid sister, Lakshmi, I remembered to turn back and thank the tree whose branches were still 

quivering from our calculated rampage. It was something that I learnt from Grandpa.  The tree was 

special to him. He had grown it from pod as a boy of seven.  Fragrant tamarind rice and sun-dried 

pulp have been in the family as long as I can remember. “Even the gods in our household depend 

on this tree!” Grandpa would say, vigorously rubbing the brass lamp in the altar with the tamarind 

pulp. Whenever Lakshmi got scared by the tree’s sashaying in the night, she would ask Grandpa 

whether the popular story of ghosts living in tamarind trees was true. He would retort: “Silly child! 

This tree is a goddess. Haven’t you noticed how green her leaves are, even when the earth around 

cracks like the leather on old chappals that our village cobbler mends?”  

Grandpa’s reverence for the tree took on a new dimension ever since I read out to him the 

news story of the Australian scientist.  

“Grandpa this man says that we can help the environment after death by being buried in a 

cardboard box under a tree. The decomposing body will provide the tree with nutrients and the 

tree in turn will convert carbon dioxide into life-giving oxygen for decades.”  Grandpa thought for 

a while and declared in his bell metal voice, “I will not be cremated. Such a shame to go up in a big 

bubble of carbon dioxide. Order a cardboard box for me, right away!”   

   After many enquiries we found a manufacturer in faraway Delhi who was willing to make a 

box of Grandpa’s specifications.  Grandpa was thrilled and told little Lakshmi, “Your children and 

grandchildren will eat me as fruit. Isn’t that wonderful?” We thought it was rather morbid but we 

knew that Grandpa always spoke sense. 

Suddenly the whole village was buzzing with news about the new multinational company 

in the locality which bought up acres of agricultural land.  Our neighbour, Palani, was excited, 

“These people want a frontage road .They are willing to pay up to five lakhs for 350 square feet of 

our land near the mud track. American dollars! No wonder they circulate so quickly!”  My father was 

impressed and so were the others and in a week’s time the little mud road, dotted with several 

neem trees and my grandpa’s tamarind tree, was sold away. Grandpa didn’t say a word and my 

father did not ask his opinion. There were debts to be paid and the moneylender’s interest was 

shooting up like the coconut palm in the backyard. 

   They came with their sophisticated saws. The young neem trees gave in easily but the 

octogenarian resisted the hinges and wedges for a full three hours before they brought her down 

with ropes and saws. They ripped off the scarred stump, efficiently levelling everything to the 

ground. The next day a tar road appeared like a shining serpent swallowing everything. Whoever 

would now believe that our tamarind tree existed? 

           The cardboard box arrived a couple of weeks later. We paid a whopping three thousand 

rupees for it. “Leave it in the cowshed. It will come in handy to store dung cakes”, said Grandpa. 

None of us had the courage to say anything to him 

--Swarnalatha Rangarajan 
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